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A Critique of the Philosophical Approaches to Hafez’s
Poetry

*A. Nikouei
Gilan University

Abstract

The relationship between philosophy and literature in general, and philosophy
and poetry in particular, is deeper and more complex than what may appear at
first. Schlegel regarded poetry as exoteric philosophy and philosophy as
esoteric poetry. Furthermore, Dilthey underscored the close relationship
between poetry and philosophy and Critchley considered philosophy as a kind
of poetry. Some philosophers, including Heidegger and Gadamer have
interpreted and expanded on poems by Goethe, Holderlin, Rilke, Trakl and
other poets. Hegel was under the influence of Goethe. Conversely, poets such
as Goethe were interested in philosophy and philosophical works. For
instance, Goethe was one of the disciples of Herder and Nietzsche admired
Goethe and was under his influence. Philosophical thoughts are so widely
reflected in poetry that some great poets are called ‘philosopher-poets’. The
same connection between philosophy and wisdom on the one hand, and poetry
on the other also exists in the Orient and Iran. Despite the fact that there is no
single perception of philosophy and no identical perception of philosophy
across the West and the East, having similar questions, principles and
definitions is possible. One of the poets whose poetry has been and still is of
particular interest to philosophers is Hafez. This interest is partly due to the
philosophical aspects of Hafez’s poems and partly due to how interpreters
encounter and approach his poems. Of those who have looked at Hafez’s
poetry from a philosophical perspective one can name Human, Rahimi,
Movahed, Ashouri, Shaygan, Davari and Farid. A great number of texts which
claim to be philosophical criticisms and interpretations do not, in reality, have
philosophical validity and legitimacy or merely employ philosophical
concepts and terminology. This article attempts to review how old interpreters
and expositors (e.g., Davani and Darabi) have approached Hafez’s poetry
from philosophical and verbal viewpoints. In addition, this article concentrates
on new philosophical approaches and criticizes them.

Keywords: Hafez’s poetry, Philosophy, Wisdom, Philosophical Question.

" Associate Prof. of Persian Language & Literature, alireza_nikouei@yahoo.com
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Factors of the Ruling Class's Divination by Hafez's Divan

and its Functions
(Based on the Historiographical Texts of the 9th-14th Century AH)

M. Keshavarz Beizaee®
Tabriz University

Abstract

Fortune telling has long been common among human societies for
predicting and knowing the future events or secret affairs ahead. Among
various social classes, Hafez Shirazi's poem, in addition to its aesthetic,
artistic and literary aspects, is believed to enjoy an interpretive aspect. This
latter dimension among the ruling class is one of the most important issues
that can be studied to explain the motivations of political actors and
activists of having their fortune read with Hafez's poetry, and its
application in various matters. Considering the importance of this issue,
the present study, scrutinizing historiographical texts, is performed in a
descriptive-analytical manner to find out factors underlying the ruling
class's divination by Hafez's poems and its functions. The findings of this
study showed that, to the court, fortune telling with Hafez's divan was an
opening to the world of gheib (unrevealed and invisible to the layman),
mainly because they believed that Hafez had a vision, endowed with
spirituality and his poems, full of punning (lham), invited various
commentaries. Furthermore, the interest of the rulers and courtiers in arts
and poems was also effective. It is noticed that the rulers got their fortune
read with Hafez's poems to predict the future events and be aware of
current and future affairs. This, along with its entertainment aspect, had
some psychological effects on certain historical events as well.
Meanwhile, the psychological and instrumental aspects of divination by
Hafez's divan exert appreciable effects on historical events in such a way
that Hafez's poetry has been very influential in forming the direction of
some historical events.

Keywords: Divination, hafez Divan, Omen of hafez, Ruling Class.
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Journal of Hafez Studies
Vol 23, No 24, (New No), Autumn-Winter 2020-2021, Ser 3

Bibliography of Hafez in the Solar Year 1398(2019-20)

M. Firoozabadi*
Shiraz University

Abstract

Hafez Day is celebrated on the 20th of Mehr (11th of October) in Iran
every year. Since 1997, the Center for Hafez Studies, in addition to
holding scientific meetings, has regularly published academic articles
on Hafez and his poetry. One of the important articles presented
annually on this day is "Hafez's Bibliography Report”. This provides
bibliographic information on the works published each year in
connection with research carried out on Hafez and his poetry. This
report helps the interested readers, students and professors to be
informed of newly published books and research works in this field,
paving the way for the critical reading as well as the reviews of works
written and compiled about Hafez every year. The present article is
based on bibliographic information found in the following databases:
"Khan-ye-Ketab™ and "National Library and Archives of I.R. Iran™. It
is found that the total number of books published on Hafez in 1398
comprises 146 titles which, compared to the preceding year, shows a
significant fall in the number of books published in this field.
Furthermore, search on the subject of the books published on Hafez has
revealed that those with the theme of Hafez's poetry, thought, and life
as well as Divan, accompanied with fortune telling have the highest
number, totaling 42 titles.

Keywords: Hafez studies, bibliography, thematic classification.
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Vol 23, No 24, (New No), Autumn-Winter 2020-2021, Ser 3

Investigating the ""False Wisdom' Rhetorical Literary
Device in Hafez Poetry in the Context of Dramatic Irony

M. Abdollahi®
Shiraz University

Abstract

In Persian poetry, the poet usually says something, while means
something else. This belongs to a vast network of literary devices, like
irony, condemnation resembling eulogy, eulogy resembling
condemnation and "false wisdom", known from a long time ago. These
rhetorical devices fall into the literary terms, which make the reader, in
search of meaning, discover new perceptions. This is manifested in
poems of some poets such as sa'adi and more clearly in Hafez. Here,
the poet, usually, expresses his/her inner feelings and/ or ideas,
genuinely believing to be true. Yet, the reader perceives a different and
sometimes contrasting meaning by what is expressed. Thus, the reader
or the addressee needs to get actively involved in a sort of Bakhtinian
dialogism in order to understand the underlying concepts hidden in
words/poems. In this article , using a form of literary device in Persian
poetry , which is known as " mystical ignorance " , it is attempted to
discern a form of literary device in Hafez's poems, known as " mystical
ignorance ", or playfully referred to as "false wisdom".

Keywords: Hafez, Literary devices, False wisdom, Dramatic Irony,
Bakhtinian dialogism.
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Journal of Hafez Studies
Vol 23, No 24, (New No), Autumn-Winter 2020-2021, Ser 3

Hafez and the Modern Man

A. Dadbeh”
Allameh Tabataba'i University

Abstract

Hafez, like Ferdowsi, the poet, believes that "greed (avarice, cupidity)"
is the source of vices (=bad traits) and causes narrow-mindedness and
exclusivism, turning into irremediable catastrophe. The best cure for
this greediness is love, and love is the source of virtues (= good traits).
By converting to the religion of love, one can attain virtues, including
the belief in religious pluralism, the originality of peace and
reconciliation, and the right to liberty and liberty for all people. Hafez
has expressed these lofty eternal meanings in the most artistic and
aesthetic language. This, in turn, has influenced not only his admirers
but all seekers of truth in all ages.

Keywords: Modern man, Liberty & freedom, Hafez, Peace, Love.
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A survey on Structural Components of Aesthetics
in Hafez Poetry

S. Hessampour”
Shiraz University

Abstract

Undoubtedly, one of the most controversial and fascinating topics among
researchers and philosophers is beauty and aesthetics; A subject that is very
slippery, fluid and vague, making it difficult to have a clear definition. This
study intends to study and analyze some aspects of the aesthetics of Hafez's
poetry with an emphasis on its structural aspects, namely diversity,
narration, defamiliarization, and humor. Hafez, thanks to his intelligence
and deep understanding of the cultural and social conditions of his epoch,
has been able to use various structural and linguistic possibilities in such a
way that his audience, having found pure pleasures, can establish a special
and sincere communication with his poems. On meeting the needs of the
audience who look for diversity and narration and on confronting with
those in power (religious and governmental authorities), Hafez has
doubled this beauty by defamiliarizing the concepts and themes common
in the society by using a humorous language. The other important issue
lies in the aesthetics of Hafez's poetry by interlinking the epical,
educational, material, spiritual, humorous, satiric and serious atmosphere,
in conjunction with creating various humorous characters that cross all the
red lines of their epoch and hence creating novel effects on the mind of the
audience. Hafez composed his poems in a confrontational structure, a
confrontation that structuralism considers it to be the basis of most small
and large narratives present in human life. This narrative view, along with
other aforementioned elements, makes people with less literary
knowledge, and hence with shallow understanding, enjoy reading Hafez's
poems, and those with more literary knowledge and expertise benefit more
by immersing themselves in its depth; so this brings pleasure for everyone
every time and does not belong to a specific time, leading to eternal
pleasure, regenerating itself and flourishing in various ways.

Keywords: Aesthetics of hafez’ Ghazal, Confrontational structure,
Defamiliarization, Small narrative, Variety.
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